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1-2 hours
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Abner Loomis and Charles Andrews built this structure in the fall of 1882 and 
named it the Loomis and Andrews Building. It first housed the Poudre Valley 

Bank. The ornate building featured wood and brass furnishings as well as a Hall’s 
time-lock burglar-proof steel vault to keep funds safe and sound. The upper floors 
accommodated various offices and a meeting space for the Masonic Lodge.

In 1910 the building became the Linden Hotel, and played host to both visitors 
and long-term residents, including local artistic legend and Wild West show-
man Frank Miller. One of Miller’s paintings is visible inside the retail space on 
the first floor.

After years of neglect and deterioration, the hotel was condemned in 1984 and 
faced a bleak future. Fortunately, the building was restored and opened to retail 
tenants and offices in late 1994. Its permanence may be assured, for it inspired 
the creation of Main Street in Disneyland. Harper Goff, a native of Fort Collins, 
was employed at Disneyland while the theme park was getting underway and 
showed photographs of turn of the century buildings from his hometown to 
Walt Disney. Disney was intrigued, and, as a result, the Linden Hotel and other 
buildings were replicated for the delight of tourists at Disneyland.

Sitting just off the east side of the Old Town National Historic District is an 
architecturally sympathetic modern building – the Mitchell Block. The four-

story structure, constructed in 2010, incorporates many architectural elements 
of older, historic structures in Old Town. 

The building is named for Eugene “Gene” Mitchell, a Fort Collins attorney and 
developer. Mitchell had a vision for the rebirth of the Old Town area in the early 
1980s. He partnered with other owners of downtown buildings to develop a car-
free plaza along Linden Street. The project broke ground in late 1983, and was 
completed by May 1985. It has become a very popular focal point for the rede-
velopment of Old Town, with an eclectic variety of shops, restaurants, and bars.

When local philanthropist Pat Stryker’s Bohemian Foundation decided to build 
a new downtown headquarters, they wanted one that was modern but still fit in 
with the restored historic structures in the area. The Mitchell Block is construct-
ed of red brick and native sandstone from nearby quarries that were the source 
of stone for earlier Fort Collins buildings. The foundation named the block after 
Gene Mitchell in honor of his many community contributions. This new struc-
ture has won both design and LEED awards.
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Historic Fact: The Linden Hotel and other buildings were replicated for the delight of tourists at Disneyland.
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